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1. Management directions and purposes

1.1 Management directions

Yenman Bushland National Park is designated under the
Nature Conservation Act 1992 as a national park and will be
managed in accordance with s17.1 of the Act which sets out
the following principles for management:

® to provide, to the greatest possible extent, for the
permanent preservation of the area’s natural condition
and the protection of the area’s cultural resources and
values;

e to present the area’s cultural and natural resources and
their values; and

e to ensure that the only use of the area is nature-based
and ecologically sustainable.

The requirements of other legislation administered by the
Department and other State and Commonwealth agencies
will be met where necessary.

Venman Bushland National Park will be managed to maintain
the integrity of a relatively large area of open forest within
the Brisbane area. Management will include developing
strategies for fire, weeds, and feral and domestic animals.

The park is included in the Koala Bushland Co-ordinated
Conservation Area (KBCCA\), established in 1996, and forms
part of the area covered by the Koala Coast Public Contact
Work Plan. The KBCCA includes Daisy Hill State Forest
(Department of Natural Resources), Neville Lawrie Reserve
{Logan City Council), the Don and Christine Burnett
Conservation Area and Ford Road Conservation Area (both
Redland Shire Council), and road reserves other than Ford
Road.According to s23 of the Nature Conservation Act 1992,a
co-ordinated conservation area is to be managed to:

e conserve the area’s natural and cultural values by co-
ordinated management involving the area’s various
landholders;

e take account of the area’s values, including its
recreational, educational and commercial values; and

e provide for the interests of the various landholders to
be maintained.
1.2 Management purposes

The main purposes of management will be to ensure that:

e the integrity of the natural bushland area among
surrounding urban development is protected;

e the existing diversity of plants and animals, especially
rare and threatened wildlife, is conserved;

e recreational opportunities are provided which are
compatible with conserving the park’s natural values; and

e educational and scientific opportunities are provided
within the context of nature conservation.
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2 Management basis

2.1 Bioregional context

Covering 415ha,Venman Bushiand National Park is reached
via a well-signed road off West Mount Cotton Road, Mount
Cotton in Redland Shire.The park was named after Jack
Venman. In 1971, he sold 103ha of the bushland to the then
Albert Shire Council for $1 to preserve its conservation
values.The area was gazetted in 1975 as an environmental
park under State legislation. Various additions were made
before the area was converted to a national park in 1994.

The area surrounding Venman Bushland National Park is
undergoing rapid urban development.The park’s importance
as a representative sample of the area’s natural vegetation
and as a valuable habitat for native animals is increasing. Only
a small amount of the park’s tall open forest type is reserved
in the South East Queensland biogeographic region, and
many freehold areas of similar vegetation type have been
extensively cleared for agriculture or residential purposes.

2.2 VYenman Bushland National Park values

Plants and animals

Yenman Bushland National Park’s main vegetation type
consists of open eucalypt forest.

On the gravelly ridges, spotted gum Corymbia citriodora and
grey ironbark Eucalyptus siderophloia dominate open forest,
with the lower slopes supporting pink bloodwood C.
intermedia, grey gum E. propinqua and brush box Lophostemon
confertus. Open forest of smooth-barked apple Angophora
leiocarpa, smudgee A. woodsiana, forest red gum E. tereticornis,
scribbly gum E. racemosa and pink bloodwood C. intermedia
are found along drainage lines. The upper reaches of Tingalpa
Creek, which bisects the park, support a swamp paperbark
Melaleuca quinquenervia community.

These vegetation types, once regarded as common, have
become restricted in both a local and regional context
because of drastic modifications to areas around Brisbane.
Similar vegetation on surrounding land is quickly
disappearing because of rapid development in this part of
south-east Queensland.Venman Bushland National Park’s
importance in conserving this forest type will continue to
increase.

Acacia perangusta, classified as vulnerable in the Nature
Conservation Regulation 1994, is on the park.

The park has a large variety of native animals, including
koalas Phascolarctus cinereus, greater gliders Petauroides
volans, common brushtail possums Trichosurus vulpecula and
conimon ringtail possums Pseudocheirus peregrinus. There
have been incidental sightings of platypus Ornithorhynchus
anatinus in the creeks and red-necked wallabies Macropus
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rufogriseus are commonly seen in and around picnic areas.
Animal surveys have found || species of native frogs and 87
species of birds, including the rare grey goshawk Accipiter
novaehollandiae, vulnerable glossy black-cockatoo
Calyptorhynchus lathami and vulnerable powerful owl Ninox
strenua. Powerful owl chicks have been seen, confirming that
a breeding pair is on the park.

Scenic

Venman Bushland National Park protects a large and scenic
area of natural bushland within Brisbane. Relatively few such
protected areas lie in the immediate Brisbane area.The park
provides a tranquil setting for visitors to escape from
surrounding urban development. The forested ridge
protects the scenic integrity of the country south of Mount
Cotton and provides a picturesque backdrop for visitors.

Scientific and educational

The park has good examples of various open forest types
and shows an interrelationship between topography,
hydrology and vegetation. Close to urban areas and with
convenient road access, the park gives school and tertiary-
level student groups an opportunity to conduct low-impact
educational trips.

Venman Bushland National Park forms part of the research
area for the Department of Environment (DoE )Koala
Research Team. There is ongoing research being undertaken
by Dok staff on other plants and animals. Local community
groups, naturalist groups and conservation groups are
provided with the opportunity to conduct minimal-impact
outdoor nature studies in this bushland.

Recreation and tourism

The park offers a range of recreational opportunities in an
accessible location close to the city. The main activities
include watching birds and other wildlife, walking and
picnicking. A network of tracks are on the park. Picnic
facilities, including barbecues, picnic tables, a carpark and a
new amenities block with composting toilets, are at the
main park entrance.
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